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opposition, especially from those who had been his friends, made   CHAP,
him brusque, irascible and obdurate,                                        *----,-!_

There was something else. Curious to say, the most power- ^T> *
ful of all the influences moulding the '"dualism" of the Bill was
exerted behind the scenes. Sir James Kay-Shuttleworth has
been called "a giant amongst public servants". Though he had
resigned office years before, his unequalled mastery of the whole
question was shown in pamphlets and correspondence. He was
a dominant influence on the Department he had founded. In all
main respects the new educational system proposed in 1870 was
his creation.1

The Nonconformists had relied above all on John Bright. He
could not help them. Inferior in administrative energy, as supreme
in pure eloquence, that orator never was so important in office
as out of it. While his faculties were undimmed he, like
Gladstone, had been absorbed in the Irish land question. For
some time a distressing debility had been creeping on his powers,
and from now for some years his mind was under a cloud. Non-
conformity, quite contrary to what it supposed, was virtually
unrepresented in the Liberal Cabinet of 1870.2

In these circumstances the Education Bill, great though faulty,
was born to trouble as the sparks fly upward.

rv
For the moment, when explaining his measure on February 17,
Forster carried the benches completely by cogency, simplicity,
honest warmth and sweet reasonableness, an ideal combination
of qualities for a first-class speech in a human House of Com-
mons. Until the next day, when the cold print of the speech was
under the eyes of Chamberlain and the other Nonconformist
1 Frank Smith, The Life and Work    "founder  of the English system  of
of Sir James Kay-ShuttUworlh, chs.    popular education". The claim sooxns
viii. and ix. Matthew Arnold said that    incontestable.
he deserved a statue to commemorate        2 John Bright's health broke down
him as chief architect of a national    in January 1870, before the Education
system of education. Forster, in intro-    Bill was introduced in Parliament. In-
ducing   the   measure,   described   Sir    capacitated throughout the yoar, ho
James as "the man to whom probably    at last resigned the Board of Trade
more than any other we owe national    in December; and did not reappear
education in England". The Dictionary    in the House of Commons until April
of National Biography calls him simply    1872.